
In 1974, Pearson College UWC was founded as Lester B. Pearson 
United World College of the Pacific. Located on the beautiful shores 
of Pedder Bay, just outside of Victoria, BC, students live and learn on 
the traditional territory of the Scia’new (Beecher Bay) First Nation. 

The College is a living legacy to the vision of former Prime Minister 
and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Lester B. Pearson. In his Dec. 11, 
1957 Nobel Lecture, Mr. Pearson asked, “How can there be peace 
without people understanding each other, and how can this be if 
they don’t know each other?” His support 
for constructive, global dialogue and 
understanding was reflected in the 
importance he and his contemporaries 
placed on reaching young people though 
a globally-based education.

Today, Pearson College is one of 17 UWCs 
worldwide with a common mission: To 
make education a force to unite people, 
nations and cultures for peace and a 
sustainable future. The College is a two-year, pre-university school 
for up to 200 students aged 16 to 19 selected from all regions of 
Canada and around the world.

Most Pearson students attend on full or partial scholarships – this 
year, 91% received scholarship assistance. The College is committed 
to deliberate diversity through scholarships and by inviting students 
from regions of conflict, refugee backgrounds and challenging 
socioeconomic backgrounds. More than 4,000 students have 
graduated from Pearson, and today work in every part of the world.

Pearson offers the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma along 
with an innovative approach to experiential education grounded in 
global understanding and sustainability. 

At Pearson, students embrace a whole education – a powerful one 
that pays equal respect to academics, service, leadership, physical 
pursuits, creative expression, experiential learning and the lessons of 
learning and living together. 

Find out more about us and never miss an update by visiting us 
online or on social media.

MEET THE WORLD AT 
YOUR DOORSTEP

SINCE 1974, WE BRING UP TO 
200 STUDENTS FROM ALL OVER 
THE WORLD TO VICTORIA TO 
MAKE EDUCATION A FORCE TO 
UNITE PEOPLE, NATIONS AND 
CULTURES FOR PEACE AND A 
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.
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