
Other motivations to engage with PC 

1. PC faces many challenges my time and talent can help to alleviate. 

2. To be honest, Pearson leaves a bitter taste in the mouth. However, the friendships I've made is the only reason I engage with PC, 
whether it was fellow students or staff/faculty 

3. I would like to echo concerns about the administration and direction the school has taken not embodying the UWC principles we 
strived to live by as students at PC. 

4. PC was so fundamental in shaping my life choices afterwards, I want others to have that opportunity, and I would like to continue to 
contribute to/learn about the global work of PC/UWC grads. 

5. The time spent at Pearson, during such formative years, was very impactful on my life and very being. Definitely the experience has 
changed since year 20, but I still believe in the mission and the affect those 2 years has on a young person's life. 

6. Every single person I met there had a more interesting story than me. I want to keep those connections open, and make sure future 
students have the same opportunities. 

7. Harnessing UWC experience and network to do important and necessary work in the world. i.e. exporting the training, experience, 
values outside of the UWC community into the broader global community 

8. what motivates me to engage with PC is also the drive to improve the experience for other students, to connect with alumni, improve 
the college politics and open the opportunities for a more diverse board of directors and college. To make the experience of being a 
PC student and alumna/us more inclusive. I want to make change within Pearson politics. 

9. I think my Pearson classmates are doing great things for the world. As the KIT rep for my year, if I can keep them connected with each 
other, and be inspired and supported to keep doing their work, I'm proud of this role. 

10. Holding leadership accountable to the UWC values they claim to uphold 

11. The creation of the PCAA motivates my engagement with PC again. I second the comments of my friends Tom Street, Frances Jones, 
and others 

12. Continue to advocate about UWC so that more youth can have the opportunity to experience what UWC can offer. 

13. Share my experiences with my family 

14. The possibility of providing an education to those who might otherwise never have the chance to benefit from one 

15. Paying it forward was the greatest motivator 

16. I view attending Pearson as an opportunity to become a better world citizen rather than as a "privilege". Giving back and affording 
others the chance at the same opportunity is why I continue to engage. 

17. PC will always hold a special place in my heart: the place/land/nature, the people, the experiences 

18. I have long felt that the UWC movement could have -- and should have -- much more impact and scale in the world given the 
importance its mission and the uniqueness of how we have gone about the execution of it. 
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19. My understanding of the UWC experience has become more nuanced. I didn't see it as privileged at the time because I came from a 
very ordinary, not-at-all wealthy background. There was no way I could have ever got that type of educational experience, especially 
at the time. It didn't make a material difference to me, as in, enabling me to go on to another scholarship but emotionally/ 
intellectually, my time at PC was profoundly influential. 

20. being able to contribute via the PCAA 

21. My feelings about PC have changed over the years. I still have a lot of gratitude and love for the mission and the school but feel that 
the administration is not representing it to the best of its abilities. I am worried about the direction of the school and the apparent 
disconnect between UWC principles and reality. 

22. I care strongly about the UWC mission, but I do not feel that PC adequately represents that Mission. 

23. I find it harder and harder to feel motivated to engage with the College. 
Something more innovative and holistic is needed. Perhaps the PCAA brings greater opportunities to support and engage with the 
College, and to help fill a missing part of the jigsaw, namely a strong and supportive alumni community. 

24. Even thought I also have some worries about the direction the school has taken, I still feel strongly about keeping this experience 
vibrant in my life. It was such an important event; I don't want it to totally fade away. 

25. I am excited by what I'm hearing from the PCAA (e.g. a mental health support network for graduates; art space; etc.)  I'm hoping 
PCAA will be able to provide a platform for those, like me, who wish to reconnect in a meaningful way with an alumni network. 

26. It is also simply fun, let's not forget... 

27. It is an elitist project (with good & bad aspects). 

28. I am a bit concerned about the predominance of the money issue... and cannot help to compare with the enormous financial needs 
of grassroots NGOs 

29. Looking forward to meeting up with people once travel opens up again 

30. I would look forward to a 20-year reunion 

31. I kept my contact to the minimum because successive administrations and Boards refused to acknowledge the sexual exploitation of 
students by faculty and staff members in 1974 through 1976 and again in the years around 2000, plus the financial mismanagement 
and unethical behaviour of the Coutts era. But Désirée McGraw's efforts to address these failings started to put things right for me.  
With her departure I will be counting on the Board and administration to fully support the PCAA in continuing this progress, and if 
that happens I will feel comfortable increasing my support and engagement. 

32. Increasingly, because of my dismay over the administration, the Directors, the alumni engagement efforts, and the descent of  the 
place into nothing more than an international private school with Heads and faculty on the IB/expat school circuit,  plus its refusal to 
acknowledge the historic sexual abuse of students, I had zero interest in engaging. With the establishment of the PCAA I am 
interested in engaging again. That interest will dissolve if the PCAA is not fully supported by the institution. 
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33. I did attend  reunions and the occasional One World performance, but was not interested in interacting with the College until Désirée 
McGraw took on the issue of the sexual abuse of students by faculty and staff that took place in the first two years, the years around 
2000, and likely others. When Désirée took our stories seriously, after years of being rebuffed and ignored, the College began to 
redeem itself to me. 

34. Pearson College Graduates have an important role to play in promoting the values of the college and improving the experience for 
the younger generation. 

35. I specifically donate to Race Rocks and Marine Science because those were my favorite things about Pearson. I want others to have 
those experiences, too 

36. Also worked at Pearson and with UWC movement 

37. I noticed some comments are critical about PC changing. I'm actually thrilled to see it change. Back in 2009-11, I didn't like that 
everyone was discouraged from pursuing lucrative or ambitious careers that are highly valued by the mainstream society. For 
example, in my year, only ~5 students went to college for engineering while we had 30-ish in math HL and at least 15 in physics HL. I 
felt like my interest in that came a far 2nd to someone's interest in teaching one kid how to read, or someone building one school in a 
remote area. But the world needs institutional change and innovative thinking. If Pearson takes best and brightest and discourages 
true diversity in how we innovate and improve the world, then what was the point? 

38. UWC offered a great experience that changed my life. Independently of how PC and UWC are changing over the times, I was, am, and 
will be part of the story. Even more, I want to not only be a part of the story, but to contribute to writing it. Consequently, I strongly 
believe that engaging with PC and UWC is the best way to ensure that I contribute wholeheartedly to the future of our organization. 

39. Being a part of an international community of caring people. 

40. all of the above 

41. In the late 1970s/early 80s, UWC in general, PC in particular were unique in their mission ; today, plenty of other schools have caught 
up and UWC is no longer the vanguard it once was ; phenomenally great school, but no sense of pushing the envelope of global 
education 

42. For several years after graduating I engaged with the college, but in recent years I have become concerned about the direction of the 
administration. This has resulted in a choice to no longer donate to the college, and a reluctance to publicly engage with/support the 
school. As an Indigenous alum, I feel tokenized and like we are being used as an excuse that the college is doing "something" as a 
progressive institution, despite worrying actions towards Indigenous and racialized staff. For example, a recent post during the BLM 
protests did not mention Black people but mentioned Indigenous efforts on campus. This is unacceptable and offensive. 

43. I must admit that it is becoming harder for me to remain engaged. I have seen the apathy from many of my classmates, and it makes 
them wonder if I am seeing things through rose colored glasses. 

44. The connection with Pearson reminds me of what I value and reignites my passion when cynicism rears its ugly head. 
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45. Opportunities to support the College but also the PCAA which allows me to support not only the College but also my fellow alumni in 
a more democratically engaged format. 

46. Working with Pearson College Alumni Association (PCAA) (in 1999 and again now) and creating a robust alumni community for 
engaging outside the College with others. 

47. I helped the college representatives coordinate the fund-raising campaign in Tokyo to support the refurbishment of Japan House by 
contacting the Canadian Ambassador in Tokyo and bringing together a Japan-Canada business community. Also, attending the 20-
year reunion on campus has been an enormous fun and also, I have had my 16-year old son attend the PSYL program in the summer 
of 2019. 

48. Care about the place 

49. My family have continued to donate to the college in order to support other young people to have the experience which I did, 
however I am concerned as the college has shifted away from a full scholarship model that the diversity of the cohorts and 
experience of those students will be drastically changed from what I had access to. 

50. I think the values we co-birthed with the help of our Elders while at Pearson are key to humanity finding its way out of the current 
crisis. 

51. To this date, I maintain a very close connection with Pearson host families and visited Victoria almost every year since I graduated. 

52. I participated in the initiative which culminated in the PC Board of directors issuing a public apology with respect to historic sexual 
abuse/malfeasance. I would be interested in participating in further initiatives to create more diversity on the PC board of directors, 
transparency with respect to selection of board members/director/ staff and a better relationship between the PCAA and the college. 

53. A lifeline, specially when I first returned home I needed a lifeline and my connection to Pearson was that. I kept that incredible place, 
feelings, mission alive as my support in returning to my country where Pearson seemed like a dream. 

54. The sense of belonging when interacting with my peers 

55. Working with a group of talented people who share similar values and a desire to do good 

56. To have any future interest I need to understand how the College could be a platform to further my interest in Sustainable 
Development and Social Justice 

57. Building and maintaining friendships and a wider understanding of cultures, perspectives 

58. 1) Attending PC was an opportunity, and I want others to be able to have the same opportunity. 
2) Working with alumni and the PCAA is a way to utilize the experience and expertise that exists outside the college itself, both for 
the benefit of the college and the UWC movement but also to extend this into other areas. 

59. I am actively interested in exploring ways to support the College and its alumni through the Pearson College Alumni Association 
(PCAA) 

60. Bring about positive change at Pearson and the UWC movement 

61. I love being part of the PC community and is a plan of mine to visit as soon as possible. I am also the tutor of a pc 46 student (Eva) 
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62. Wanting to maintain Pearson as the way it was - trying hard to not allow it to become as corporate/stale/stifling as some of the other 
UWCs that I've experienced. 

63. Unmotivated to engage for reasons already expressed. 

64. The need to constantly improve the quality of the PC experience and alumni dynamics and impact around the world. Sharing back 
with the PC community part of my life learnings as a way to say THANK YOU for the amazing opportunity I had while studying at PC. 

65. It is important that the institution continues to evolve if it is to prepare the current cohorts of students for their future. Nostalgia on 
the part of alumni can be a barrier to modernizing the college. IB and the international experience are not unique to PC. I continue to 
be involved as I want to ensure the college evolves. UWC colleges are well positioned to be agents of change in the area of racial 
justice...creating the new world order. 

66. The enormous potential we have as alumni in order to support future initiatives. However, it is not easy to understand how priorities 
evolve with time. 

67. Building a strong external alumni community through the PCAA to engage and enthuse alumni outside the structures of the College. 

68. I took my family to PC and my daughter dreams of going to a similar place one day. Keeping in touch with PC helps me keep that 
dream alive. 

69. To help UWC movement sustainable and continuously providing such a great opportunity to the new generations. 

70. Opportunities to support the College and alumni through the Pearson College Alumni Association (PCAA). 

71. I have tons of gratitude for the experiences I lived in PC and for the friendships I made. However, for what I lived in the past while 
being there and the following years, I have felt a disconnection between the UWC values and the reality within PC. 

72. Re-connection to an alma matter; Life long friendships with teachers, staff and administration currently working in PC; Past host 
mother's continued engagement with PC; PC's 40+ years of incredible generosity and kindness to host mother, Dieza Dolencio; 
Participation in PC initiatives that ensure sustainable operations for a long period of time. 

73. I tried to engage with my regional committee multiple times to no avail over the year. I had Nina contact them with me and no 
response despite many emails to participate. 

74. I become at service with much like a social worker, I applied skills the important of education as the opportunity to be strong minded 
above the way and look at world with peace, culture, and respect 

75. Keeping a world-view curiosity present in my mind while living in a homogeneous community. 

76. nostalgia and re-connection to my second home 

77. I miss it deeply and having a sense of connection to PC makes me happy. 

78. I look forward to opportunities to support the College and my fellow alumni through being active in the PCAA. 

79. My son just attended Pearson as Year 44. 
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80. I wonder how much the previous admin really understood the PC value, and how much it REALLY valued to our faculty members and 
the community around. I know my experience is not singular, and many more alumni, way more established than me, would come 
here and be so shocked about the differences. This is not about how we fell hurt-- it's about feeling sad that these current students 
could not experience the same thing that we once did, that brought us back. 

81. As a Chinese student, PC taught me that there was so much in education beyond studying for exams-- the movie nights, the student 
led presentations, the nuit blance night, the Haunted house, the regional day performances-- these are the things that really 
promoted communication and helped a shy student to break his or her own shell and come out to collaborate. PC is simply not just a 
prep school. The school also have to realize that, the sole focus on academics won't bring the school any better reputation that a 
"prep school". The more relaxed students are, the more they can learn and pace on the own, and the more they can understand this 
one important thing: The goal of students should not be IVYs, but be passionate and ready to work wherever 

82. I have to say, even with great enthusiasm and a will to help, my 2 weeks visit to PC was quite sad and disappointing to me. I visited 
the campus at the end of 2018 planning to share my experience being an emerging artist working on political and social topics. For 
some reason, the school was reluctant to even publicize this event and there were only 3 students showing up. I decided to do it 
again, and this time, the turnout was not better. When talking to my old professors, I learnt that the school was trying to focus on the 
academics and thus downplay a lot of events that are distracting-- What is PC without Musical Cafe, spontaneous lecture sharing, and 
theater shows? 

83. Hearing different rumours or stories about PC's current development, I also wish that stay engaged in some ways can improve the 
current situation. 

 


