
 

1 | P a g e  

 

 

Pearson College Reunions 
 

Table of Contents 
Registration ................................................................................................................................ 3 

Q: Who has been invited to this Reunion? .............................................................................. 4 

Q: Why are additional years added to a Reunion? ................................................................... 4 

Q: What are the Reunion fees*? ............................................................................................. 5 

Q: What do the fees include? .................................................................................................. 5 

Q: Do the fees include travel or health insurance? .................................................................. 6 

Q: How are fees set and how do they compare with previous reunions? ................................ 6 

Q: When will registration open? .............................................................................................. 6 

Q: Is there a deadline to register? ........................................................................................... 6 

Q: Can I bring my spouse/partner? Children? Parents? ........................................................... 6 

Q: Can I attend the reunion if I haven't previously registered? ................................................ 6 

Q: How can I find out who is registered to come to the reunion? ............................................ 6 

What to bring? ............................................................................................................................ 6 

Q: What is the typical weather at this time of year? ................................................................ 6 

Q: What sort of clothes should I bring? ................................................................................... 7 

Q: Do I need to worry about pests such as mosquitoes? ......................................................... 7 

Q: Do I need to bring my own toiletries and towels? ............................................................... 7 

Travel .......................................................................................................................................... 7 

Q: Do I need a visa to come to the reunion?............................................................................ 7 

Q: Any border restrictions I should know about? .................................................................... 7 

Q: What are the rules for traveling with children?................................................................... 8 

Q: What are the security requirements of North American airlines? ....................................... 8 

Transportation ............................................................................................................................ 8 

Q: How do I get to Vancouver Island? ..................................................................................... 8 

Q: Is ground transportation to the College available? .............................................................. 8 

Q: Can I drive directly to the College? ..................................................................................... 9 

Directions to Pearson College ..................................................................................................... 9 



 

2 | P a g e  

 

Q: What about local traffic laws? .......................................................................................... 10 

About the surrounding area ...................................................................................................... 10 

Q: What are the major communities near the College? ......................................................... 10 

Q: Where exactly is the College situated? ............................................................................. 10 

Map of Surrounding area. ..................................................................................................... 11 

Upon arrival .............................................................................................................................. 11 

Q: What should I do when I first arrive on campus? .............................................................. 11 

Q: When can I arrive at the Campus? When do I have to leave campus? ............................... 11 

Accommodation ....................................................................................................................... 11 

Q: Where will we sleep? Can I request a specific room? ........................................................ 11 

Q: What's in a student room? ............................................................................................... 11 

Q: What about bathrooms and showers? .............................................................................. 11 

Q: What other amenities are available in the student residences? ........................................ 11 

Q: Are there laundry facilities? .............................................................................................. 12 

Q: Will there be other programs simultaneously being held on campus? .............................. 12 

Food & Drink ............................................................................................................................. 12 

Q: What are the meal arrangements? ................................................................................... 12 

Q: Will there be a bar? .......................................................................................................... 12 

Q: Cash during the reunions? ................................................................................................ 12 

Telecom: WiFi, Phones, Etc. ...................................................................................................... 13 

Q: Is there a Communications Centre/Message Board?......................................................... 13 

Q: Can I receive telephone calls while at the reunion? Can I place calls? ............................... 13 

Q: Is there wireless access to the Colleges network? ............................................................. 13 

Q: Will my cell phone work at the reunion? .......................................................................... 13 

Q: Can I receive business faxes while at the reunion? ........................................................... 13 

Q: Will we have any interaction with Faculty and other staff? ............................................... 13 

Alumni Guests & Family ............................................................................................................ 13 

Q: Can I leave my minor child unattended during Reunions?................................................. 13 

Q: Are there any special activities planned for spouses/partners? ........................................ 14 

Q: Where can I go for a little quiet time with my family during the reunion? ........................ 14 

Q: How will children be looked after? ................................................................................... 14 

Getting involved........................................................................................................................ 14 



 

3 | P a g e  

 

Q: Are there ways I can help with the Reunion? .................................................................... 14 

Q: What about the Travel Fund? ........................................................................................... 14 

Q: Will we have an opportunity to help out during the reunion? ........................................... 15 

Q: What about self-directed activities? ................................................................................. 15 

Activities/Programming ............................................................................................................ 15 

Q: Are there fitness facilities at the College? ......................................................................... 15 

Q: What about biking? .......................................................................................................... 15 

Q: Can we arrange scuba diving trips? ................................................................................... 15 

Q: Can we arrange a trip to Race Rocks? ............................................................................... 15 

Q: Are there any beaches nearby? ........................................................................................ 16 

Q: What about other seafront activities such as sailing or kayaking? ..................................... 16 

Q: What other outdoor activities are being planned? ............................................................ 16 

Q: Can we use the College observatory? ............................................................................... 16 

Q: Will there be an opportunity to go into Victoria? .............................................................. 16 

Health & Safety ......................................................................................................................... 16 

Q: What emergency and medical services are available in the area? ..................................... 16 

Q: Will we be able to have campfires? .................................................................................. 17 

Q: What about other safety issues? ...................................................................................... 17 

Miscellaneous ........................................................................................................................... 17 

Q: Can I buy stuff on campus? ............................................................................................... 17 

Q: Can I smoke on campus? .................................................................................................. 17 

Q: What services are in Metchosin? ...................................................................................... 17 

Q: Is there a church/mosque/temple near the College? ........................................................ 17 

Q: Can we borrow the College vans? ..................................................................................... 17 

Q: What time zone is the College in? ..................................................................................... 18 

Q: Can I use American money in Canada? How about Canadian money in the US? ............... 18 

After the reunion ...................................................................................................................... 18 

Q: Can I stay on after the reunion? ........................................................................................ 18 

Feedback ............................................................................................................................... 18 

 

Registration 
 



 

4 | P a g e  

 

Q: Who has been invited to this Reunion? 
 
A few years ago, reflecting on alumni feedback and our experience of hosting dozens of Reunions, we made the 
decision to move to a four-class Reunion model. We believe that inviting four cohorts at a time is a more accessible 
and inclusive way to engage our alumni, allowing old friends to reminisce with old friends and meet new ones to 
expand their Pearson network. This approach also allows us to attract a maximum number of guests at each 
Reunion, making best use of campus facilities.  
 

While we understand concerns that offering two Reunion options may dilute attendance at one 
or the other, our hope is that overall, by offering two official dates, more alumni will in fact 
attend Reunions. We will track this and make any necessary adjustments in the future.  

 
IMPORTANT: As we do for all Reunions, we have also invited former and current Faculty, Staff, Residents and Host 
Families who were involved in your Pearson Experience. Since we may not have all current details for these 
individuals, please extend the invitation as you see fit.   
 

Q: Why are additional years added to a Reunion?  
A: We believe inviting four alumni cohorts is a more accessible and inclusive way to offer 
reunions. We made the decision after receiving feedback from alumni and from drawing upon 
our past experience. As mentioned, this also aligns with financial sustainability objectives to 
optimize the use of our campus by welcoming as many guests as possible at each reunion.   
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Q: What are the Reunion fees*? 
A:  The fees for summer of 2020 in Canadian dollars are: 
(*While we strongly encourage you to stay on campus, we also offer off-campus pricing for 
those who may prefer to stay elsewhere.) 
 
On Campus Full- Adults   Off Campus Full- Adults   

Transportation 44 Transportation 0 

Accommodation and Food 316 Accommodation and Food 179 

Programming 213 Programming 210 

Total 573 Total 389     

On Campus Daily -Adults   Off Campus Daily- Adults   

Transportation 7 Transportation 0 

Accommodation and Food 94 Accommodation and Food 78 

Programming 71 Programming 71 

Total 172 Total 149     

On Campus Daily - 1st Child    Off Campus Daily - 1st Child    

Transportation 7.5 Transportation 0 

Accommodation and Food 82 Accommodation and Food 67 

Programming 71 Programming 71 

Total 160.5 Total 138     

On Campus Full - 1st Child    Off Campus Full - 1st Child    

Transportation 43 Transportation 0 

Accommodation and Food 262 Accommodation and Food 156 

Programming 210 Programming 210 

Total 515 Total 366     

On Campus Daily - Subsequent Child Over 5   Off Campus Daily - Subsequent Child Over 5   

Transportation 6.5 Transportation 0 

Accommodation and Food 60 Accommodation and Food 44 

Programming 71 Programming 71 

Total 137.5 Total 115     

On Campus Full - Subsequent Child Over 5   Off Campus Full - Subsequent Child Over 5   

Transportation 38 Transportation 0 

Accommodation and Food 153 Accommodation and Food 100 

Programming 209 Programming 210 

Total 400 Total 310 

    

 
Q: What do the fees include? 
A: Room for four nights’ accommodation, meals, welcome reception, gala dinner, 
transportation to the College on the first day of the reunion and the last day of the reunion, 



 

6 | P a g e  

 

towels, linens and laundry supplies, as well as all activities and program materials for the 
duration of the reunion. 
 

Q: Do the fees include travel or health insurance? 
A: No. Please ensure you obtain appropriate travel and/or medical insurance separately to 
cover your entire time away from home. 
 
Q: How are fees set and how do they compare with previous reunions? 
A:  Rates reflect feedback from alumni and fiscal prudence. We believe they maintain 
affordability and compare favorably to “market” prices for similar “all-inclusive” events.  Unlike 
in past years, the very popular (and high value) waterfront activities are now included in the 
overall price. However, rates do not account for any human resources costs, like salaries, wages 
or food and lodging for our volunteers. 
 
Q: When will registration open? 
A:  Registrations normally open in late January. 
 
Q: Is there a deadline to register? 
A:  Yes, you most register before 3 July 2020. We need to receive these registrations before this 
day as we have a very busy summer and are unable to properly accommodate for late 
registrations.  
 
Q: Can I bring my spouse/partner? Children? Parents? 
A: Absolutely! The reunion is open to Pearson alumni and your families. 
(Please ensure you have notified the College by email of specific requirements for car seats, 
child lifejackets, high chairs, and so on as rental arrangements need to be made for this 
equipment in advance. These costs will be incurred by the registrant. 
 
Q: Can I attend the reunion if I haven't previously registered? 
A: Yes. Please register online first. If online-registration is not working, please contact us at 
alumni@pearsoncollege.ca or call (250) 391 2484 to make the necessary arrangements. 
 

Q: How can I find out who is registered to come to the reunion? 
A: We’ll send updated lists in our regular emails which will also be posted to the Facebook page. 
Please note because the list is updated manually, it does not show real-time updates. 
 

What to bring? 

 
Q: What is the typical weather at this time of year? 
A: Victoria summers are pleasant. Typical daytime temperatures in August are 15-25 degrees 
Celsius; with evenings dropping to 10-15 degrees overnight – bring a sweater or light jacket for 

https://www.facebook.com/events/508982399584755/?notif_t=plan_user_invited&notif_id=1571682296722508
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cooler days and evenings. Remember, it’s often cooler on the water (e.g. boat trips), so you'll 
want to dress warmly (preferably in layers) for those excursions.  Many returning graduates are 
surprised by the sunshine and at the same time, by the relative chill still in the air in the 
summer months. Sunscreen, sunglasses and/or a hat are recommended if you're going to be 
outdoors for extended periods. There are lots of shady spots and the campus is well sheltered 
from any wind. 
 

Q: What sort of clothes should I bring? 
A: Most days and events will be casual, with many activities outdoors. You may want to bring 
something dressier for the Gala Dinner, however the emphasis will always be on comfort and 
fun rather than fashion. Don't forget your swimwear for the indoor pool (in the event of pool 
renovations, we’ll try to let you know before your arrival). Light hiking gear (e.g. good walking 
shoes or boots) may be of interest if you plan on enjoying the many trails in the area. Bring 
raingear just in case and extra shoes in case the first pair get wet. 
 
Q: Do I need to worry about pests such as mosquitoes? 
A: While biting insects are not common in Victoria, there are mosquitoes, especially near 
wooded areas. You may wish to bring repellent or other insect protection. 
 
Q: Do I need to bring my own toiletries and towels? 
A: The College will supply towels and bed linens. Please bring your own personal toiletries. 
 
(Don’t forget to also pack something to donate to the Auction Gala on the last night of the 
Reunion!) 
 

Travel 
 

Q: Do I need a visa to come to the reunion? 
A: Immigration requirements vary by country -- please check with the Canadian embassy in 
your country and remember that obtaining visas and other travel documents often takes time, 
so look into this early. Contact us if you need the College to provide any letters of introduction 
or other documentation required to facilitate obtaining a visa. Please also check USA 
requirements (via the local embassy) if you are planning to visit or transit through that country. 
 

Q: Any border restrictions I should know about? 
A: Assuming you have a valid passport (and any required visa), border formalities when 
entering Canada should be brief. USA procedures may be more thorough for non-North 
American visitors, so always allow time for that possibility. The focus of customs and 
immigrations officers in both countries remains on terrorism, drug smugglers, and other 
smuggling, so reunion visitors and other tourists should have little to worry about. 
 

mailto:alumni@pearsoncollege.ca
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Please note firearms and almost anything that can be defined as a weapon (including mace and 
pepper spray) are restricted or prohibited in Canada. Food products from home (e.g. a fruit or 
meat snack) are generally not allowed to cross borders, in order to protect local agriculture. 
Some airports have sniffer dogs on the alert for drugs and/or forbidden foods or other 
agricultural goods. Please also be aware that money laundering laws mean both Canadian and 
USA customs officers may ask you if you're carrying more than $10,000 in currency.  
 

Q: What are the rules for traveling with children? 
A: The following applies when crossing any national borders with children: 

• Children need to have their own passport or be listed on their parent's passport (check 
with your country's passport authority for their rules on this). 

• If you are travelling without the child's other parent, customs/immigration at any border 
crossing may ask you for proof of custody (if you are separated/divorced), and whether 
you have permission of the other parent to travel with the child. 

 
These are standard questions designed to protect children-- airlines may ask similar questions. 
A letter from the other parent is satisfactory (please ensure it is in English and provides contact 
info for the other parent). If you are separated or divorced, you should also bring copies of any 
legal documents showing that you have legal custody of the child(ren). The Canadian or US 
embassy in your country can assist you in ensuring the letter/documentation is complete. 
 

Q: What are the security requirements of North American airlines? 
A: Airport security in both Canada and the USA is government run and regulated -- Canadian Air 
Transport Security Authority in Canada and the Transportation Security Administration in the 
USA. 
 

Transportation 

 
Q: How do I get to Vancouver Island? 
A: You will need to make your own way to Vancouver Island by air or ferry. Bus service (BC 
Ferries Connector – Wilson's Group Transportation) is available from Vancouver. Other car, 
bicycle and/or passenger ferry services are available from Washington State. Foot passenger 
ferries from Seattle or Port Angeles dock at the Victoria Inner Harbour, which is within walking 
distance of the bus terminal while the car/passenger ferry from Anacortes docks at Sidney 
north of Victoria..   
 
Q: Is ground transportation to the College available? 
A: Yes, a complementary shuttle is available if you request a pick up before May 1st. Please 
apply through the email or Facebook link. Transportation is only available to the College on first 
day of the reunion and from the College on the last day of the reunion at designated times due 
to anticipated volume. If you arrive at another date, or if the times of the shuttle do not 

http://www.bcfconnector.com/
http://www.bcfconnector.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=deMAheqtVE6sgpZ13ad1HMhKsCD7SpRNoP8Blh-WXjRUQ0pHODdUVk84Mk5ETlJJUjk4Q09VOFpGSi4u
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accommodate your arrival or departure time, you will be responsible for your own 
transportation to and from campus. The shuttle will pick up and drop off at Victoria 
International Airport, the Swartz Bay BC Ferries Terminal, and the downtown BC Museum (657 
Belleville Street).  
 
To take public transit to the Bus Station:  
From Victoria International Airport to Downtown  
From Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal (BC Ferry from Vancouver) 
 
 

Q: Can I drive directly to the College? 
A: Yes. There is plenty of parking in the Visitor Parking at the bottom of Pearson College Drive 
(next to tennis courts). Rental cars are readily available in Victoria and at the airport (a 
reservation is a good idea). Having a few cars on campus can be a great help to the reunion 
community to bring in supplies, drive to and from activities, etc. If you are renting a car in the 
US, please check in advance with the rental company to ensure you can take it across the 
border into Canada. The short version of the directions follows. A current local street map is 
strongly recommended (should be available from your car rental company if you rent in the 
Victoria area; if not any tourism office can help you). 
 

Directions to Pearson College 
 
FROM SWARTZ BAY FERRY TERMINAL: 
 

Take Highway 17 (Pat Bay Highway) south towards Victoria.  
Follow the signs to head west towards the Trans-Canada Highway (Highway 1) and Colwood.   
From Highway 1, take the Colwood exit and follow the main road (Hwy. 14/Sooke Road). 
Turn left on Metchosin Road (the sixth set of lights you will come to). 
Continue straight on the same road.  The road names changes about halfway along and it 
becomes William Head Road. 
Turn right onto Pearson College Drive (just past the RV Park at Weir's Beach). Keep to the right 
at each fork and you will soon arrive at the entrance to the Pearson College campus. 
Follow the main road through the campus until it ends at the bottom of a hill, and turn right 
into the main parking lot. 
 
FROM DOWNTOWN VICTORIA: 
 

Take Douglas Street west. It will turn into Highway 1. Follow signs towards Colwood. 
From Highway 1, take the Colwood exit and follow the main road (Hwy. 14/Sooke Road). 
Turn left on Metchosin Road (the sixth set of lights you will come to). 
Continue straight on the same road.  The road names changes about halfway along and it 
becomes William Head Road. 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/bc+museum+victoria+bc/@48.4081216,-123.6147496,11z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x548f74912454eed5:0x246213ff354f5ae9!2m2!1d-123.3674497!2d48.4198111
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/bc+museum+victoria+bc/@48.4081216,-123.6147496,11z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x548f74912454eed5:0x246213ff354f5ae9!2m2!1d-123.3674497!2d48.4198111
http://www.victoriaairport.com/public-transportation
https://bctransit.com/victoria/schedules-and-maps/route-overview?route=70
http://goo.gl/maps/VAQrv
http://goo.gl/maps/DjKEe
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Turn right onto Pearson College Drive (just past the RV Park at Weir's Beach). Keep to the right 
at each fork and you will soon arrive at the entrance to the Pearson College campus. 
Follow the main road through the campus until it ends at the bottom of a hill, and turn right 
into the main parking lot. 
 

Q: What about local traffic laws? 
A: Speed limits and other traffic laws are strictly enforced in British Columbia, and traffic tickets 
carry steep fines. Auto rental companies will bill you for any parking or other tickets issued to 
their vehicle while you are renting it and will impose a handling fee. Seatbelt use and car seats 
for children are mandatory throughout Canada.Car seats and/or booster seats are required for 
all children under 9 years of age. 
 
Police checkpoints for drunk drivers are common in the evenings on major roads. Driving with 
.08% blood alcohol content is a serious criminal offense in Canada. The police can demand a 
breath sample from any driver they suspect as having consumed alcohol; it is a criminal offense 
to refuse to provide one (the law provides the same penalties for refusing to provide a breath 
sample as it does for drunk driving). Alcohol-related accidents involving injury or death will 
result in extremely serious charges being laid for criminal negligence. Drunk-driving laws also 
apply to other modes of transportation (e.g. motorcycles, boats and airplanes). 
 

About the surrounding area 
 

Q: What are the major communities near the College? 
A: Victoria is the capital of the Province of British Columbia and is located on the SE corner of 
Vancouver Island. It is a 20-minute flight from Vancouver, the largest city on the west coast of 
Canada. The Victoria International Airport is to the north of the city (35-minute drive from 
downtown), near Sidney on the Saanich Peninsula. The BC Ferries terminal is a few kilometers 
to the north of the airport at Swartz Bay. 
 
The College is about 30 west of Victoria -- a 45-minute drive from downtown Victoria. The 
adjoining cities of Colwood and  Langford are mid-way. One can also drive to the College 
straight from the Victoria International Airport or the BC Ferries Terminal at Swartz Bay without 
going into Victoria. This will take about 45 minutes to one hour. Metchosin is a small, rural 
village five minutes before reaching the College. Sooke is a historic town 20 minutes drive west 
of the College (reached via Metchosin). Please note that there is no gas/fuel station in 
Metchosin. Please fill your gas tank in Colwood, Langford or before. 
 

Q: Where exactly is the College situated? 
A: Pearson College UWC is located on the unceded territory of the Scia’new (Beecher Bay) First 

Nation. The seafront campus is on a narrow, sheltered inlet called Pedder Bay (west of 
Metchosin). The campus is 75 acres/30 hectares, with approximately one-third of that thee 
campus and the remainder west coast rain forest and shoreline. There are no adjoining urban 
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areas and wildlife (deer, otters, occasional bears) are often seen. Other nearby lands include a 
private marina and federally-owned properties. The surrounding District of Metchosin is rural 
with a mix of farms and country homes. 
 
Map of Surrounding area. 
 

Upon arrival 
 

Q: What should I do when I first arrive on campus? 
A: If you arrive during the day, please check in at the Registration Desk in the Dining Hall where 
we will provide your room assignment, information package and any associated material. 
Please let us know if you will be arriving after 5:00 p.m. so we can plan for your room 
assignment and food needs. If you arrive after dark, head to the Student Common Room (see 
campus map) where we will be gathered. Please do not knock on the door of any campus 
residents unless it is emergency situation. 
 

Q: When can I arrive at the Campus? When do I have to leave campus? 
A: You can arrive on campus any time after 12 noon on the first day of the reunion. Check-out is 
by 12 noon on the last day of the reunion. 
 

Accommodation 
 
Q: Where will we sleep? Can I request a specific room? 
A: We will do our best to accommodate specific room or house requests. We will also do our 
best to accommodate specific requests for sharing with friends and for sharing between 
parents and their children. Families with children will be housed in the same residence(s) as 
much as possible, as this assists in child minding and privacy for all concerned.  
 
Q: What's in a student room? 
A: Each room has four single beds (a few have five).  Beds/mattresses can easily be re-arranged 
should you wish more space to cozy up with your partner. There are also four desks with chairs, 
four wardrobes (with drawers and room to hang clothes) and four night tables.  
 

Q: What about bathrooms and showers? 
A: There is one common bathroom per floor (there are either six or four student rooms per 
floor). While sleeping accommodations will be mixed, bathrooms will be designated by gender. 
This will ensure privacy for everyone. Each washroom contains several toilets, sinks, and 
showers. Main floor washrooms also have a bath tub. 
 
Q: What other amenities are available in the student residences? 

http://www.google.ca/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&ll=48.384074,-123.464012&spn=0.162801,0.369415&z=12&msid=212996916132384577447.00049e3bc16e3b5bb0648
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A: Each residence has a day room (lounge) on the main floor with sofas and chairs, a long table 
with seating, and a fireplace. There is also a small kitchenette (with a small refrigerator) with 
facilities to make a cup of tea/coffee. 
 

Q: Are there laundry facilities? 
A: Yes, each student residence has a laundry room with a washer and dryer. Laundry soap is 
available. 
 
Q: Will there be other programs simultaneously being held on campus? 
A: Yes, we may be holding other programs. More information will be shared as it is available. 
 

Food & Drink 
 

Q: What are the meal arrangements? 
A: All meals on campus will be taken in the Dining Hall, which has both indoor and outdoor 

seating overlooking Pedder Bay. There are large and small tables, which can be easily re-

arranged to suit the group with which you wish to share a meal. Meals offer a quality, healthy 

selection with a vegetarian alternative, and will include hot and cold beverages and a dessert. 

You are welcome to dine at any time during serving hours:  

 

Breakfast: 0730-0900    Lunch: 1200-1315     Dinner: 1800-1900  
 
The dining hall will generally be open during the day outside these hours, and water, other light 
beverages and fruit snacks will be available. One meal may be eaten off campus, including the 
picnic day (food and beverages will be supplied), and for any independent group outings into 
town. 
 
Food Allergies & Preferences: Please alert us as early as possible of any allergies through the 
registration page. If you failed to put this information in the registration, please email us:  
alumni@pearsoncollege.ca?subject=Food%20Allergies:%20Reunion  
 
Q: Will there be a bar? 
A: During the welcome reception and gala dinner evenings there will be alcohol available for 
purchase. BC laws generally prohibit alcohol on campus except for in bedrooms during 
Reunions.  
 
Q: Cash during the reunions? 
A: The bar will accept cash (Canadian Dollar only), and credit card payments. There are no cash 
machines on campus, so if you don’t have a credit card, make sure to bring money if you wish 
to pay for alcohol, or auction items. 
 

mailto:alumni@pearsoncollege.ca?subject=Food%20Allergies:%20Reunion
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Telecom: WiFi, Phones, Etc. 
 

Q: Is there a Communications Centre/Message Board? 
A: Once almost everyone has arrived, the reunion focus point shifts from the Registration room 
to the dining hall. There, the notice board becomes the focal point for information where you 
will find details of activities and sign-up sheets posted. This is also where personal phone 
messages received by the College will be posted, so check it often. You are welcome to stop in 
any time during the day when the dining hall is open, either to get the latest info or simply to 
enjoy a quiet cup of tea. Please let one of the organizers know if you will be expecting phone 
calls on the College phone lines or are expecting mail/packages. 
 

Q: Can I receive telephone calls while at the reunion? Can I place calls? 
A: There is a telephone in the lobby of each student residence. These phones can receive calls 
and be used to place local calls only  (dial 9 first then the phone number). Numbers will be 
included with the information kit distributed upon arrival.  
 
Q: Is there wireless access to the Colleges network? 
A: There is wireless access everywhere on campus except the dining hall. The “Guest” internet 
access is not password protected.  
 
Please note IT support is only available on campus during business hours. 
 

Q: Will my cell phone work at the reunion? 
A:  Yes. Some areas of the campus have cellphone reception. You can also rent phones 
temporarily while in Canada.  Please note that in some locations along the southern British 
Columbia coast your cell phone may connect to a USA provider across the water, rather than to 
a Canadian one. This will impact the billing for that call. 
 

Q: Can I receive business faxes while at the reunion? 
A: A fax for you can be sent to the College's fax machine (250) 391 2412, located in the 
Administration building. Please note you will need to pick it up during regular office hours, 
Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (please note the first Monday in August is a 
holiday in Canada and the office will be closed). 
 

Q: Will we have any interaction with Faculty and other staff? 
A: Current and past Pearson employees are invited to participate in Reunions. Please note 
College employees live in the private apartments within each student residence, and other staff 
live on campus in various houses and other accommodations, so please respect their privacy.  
 

Alumni Guests & Family 

 
Q: Can I leave my minor child unattended during Reunions?  
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A: While the Pearson campus is a safe and supportive environment, parents and caregivers are 
primarily responsible for their children while on campus, as they are in all other places. During 
reunions, we welcome partners and family members and work hard to accommodate all 
requests in assigning accommodations, but we cannot guarantee that each and every specific 
request can be met.  
  

Space restrictions and the number and type of registrations (family with minors/adults only) 
result in the possibility of sharing rooms during reunions. While we have always welcomed 
family members, on-campus reunions are not set up to provide a program for minors without 
parental or caregiver supervision. Pearson requires all permanent and term staff and volunteers 
to pass a Canadian Criminal Record Check however, we do not require registered reunion 
attendees to undergo this check.  
 
Q: Are there any special activities planned for spouses/partners? 
A: Alumni volunteers can organize an orientation session for partners if you wish. This can give 
them background about the College. Partners are encouraged to participate fully in all aspects 
of Reunions, and returning graduates are encouraged to make partners feel welcome and 
included! 
 

Q: Where can I go for a little quiet time with my family during the reunion? 
A: There are many excellent walking trails and parks in the area and a number of things to do in 
the surrounding areas, including Victoria. Please note the nearby Mary Hill area remains a 
military training facility and is off limits at all times. 
 

Q: How will children be looked after? 
A: Please remember that parents remain primarily responsible for their children at all times 

during a Reunion. Child-minders can be arranged directly by parents but remember too that a 

busy Reunion cannot also be a child-minding or babysitting service! While we strive to arrange 

to have a volunteer who is available to do limited activities with children, that cannot always be 

guaranteed. 

Getting involved 
 

Q: Are there ways I can help with the Reunion? 
A: Yes! We will have many jobs (some small, some larger) that will require volunteers -- we 
encourage you to sign up! Contact aluumni@pearsoncollege.ca if you wish to volunteer. 
 

Q: What about the Travel Fund? 
A: The Travel Fund was established by alumni to help fellow alumni access resources to help 
them attend Reunions. Please consider donating to the Travel Fund and help a co-year or other 
alum make it back too! Want to apply or donate to the travel fund? Please go to our website to 
find more info on travel fund. 
 

mailto:aluumni@pearsoncollege.ca
https://www.pearsoncollege.ca/alumni/reunions/
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Q: Will we have an opportunity to help out during the reunion? 
A: Absolutely! A campus service project will be arranged and fundraising efforts will also be 
discussed.  
 
Q: What about self-directed activities? 
A: College staff make great efforts to ensure Reunions run smoothly and are on hand to assist 

but Reunions are primarily designed, planned and carried out by you the alumni which means 

they can be as organized or as loose as the group decides! This all depends on people getting 

involved, taking on responsibilities (e.g. volunteer to organize a walk or a soccer game or 

organize transportation for a store run.) Getting involved will ensure memorable and fun 

Reunion!  

Activities/Programming 
 

Q: Are there fitness facilities at the College? 
A: Yes, the College has an indoor heated pool with an adjoining fitness/gym with weights and 
exercise machines. The pool is generally open 0700 to 1900 daily. Swimming must always be 
done with a buddy in attendance and children must be accompanied by a responsible adult at 
all times (there is no lifeguard). We will endeavour to alert you ahead of time if the pool will be 
closed due to unforeseen maintenance issues. 
 
The tennis/basketball courts are also open and there are many excellent walking/hiking trails 
on or near the campus. 
 
Q: What about biking? 
A: There are many cycling opportunities on relatively level dedicated paths and on the hilly 
access road to the campus. The College has a limited supply of bicycles available on a first-
come, first-served basis. You will be responsible for any damage to bicycles you use. Please 
remember bicycle helmets are available and are mandatory in B.C.  
 

Q: Can we arrange scuba diving trips? 
A: For safety reasons, all seafront activities require a certified instructor. While the College no 
longer runs scuba diving directly, alumni can arrange with an external contractor if they wish to 
go scuba diving. August is a busy month for diving, so we advise any interested alumni to get in 
touch with these companies as early as possible. Please advise the College of any scheduled 
diving so that we can make sure Seafront staff are aware that the docks will be used. 
 

Q: Can we arrange a trip to Race Rocks? 
A: Race Rocks is a federally-designated Marine Protected Area (MPA) and is managed by the 
College in cooperation with the Government of Canada and BC Parks. (An MPA is essentially an 
underwater ecological reserve that carries strict federal government protections.)  
 

http://www.pearsoncollege.ca/about/race-rocks/
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August is a particularly sensitive time of year from an ecological standpoint especially for 
nesting birds and any Race Rocks activities must be designed with this in mind. While marine 
excursions (no landing on the island) with guides can be arranged through the College, these 
depend on staff availability. 
 
Q: Are there any beaches nearby? 
A: There are a number of lake and ocean beaches in the area, but none on campus. Even if the 
day is warm, the ocean water temperature may be in the 12-degree Celsius range. Swimming in 
anything less than a full wetsuit, or in the open ocean, is not recommended for safety reasons. 
 

Q: What about other seafront activities such as sailing or kayaking? 
A: College sailboats, kayaks, and other small watercraft will be available to use when there are 
certified instructors available and as long as interested users have signed up in advance for 
these activities. All participants in seafront activities are required to sign a waiver form prior to 
activities. 
 
Q: What other outdoor activities are being planned? 
A: We're planning a picnic in a nearby park which also offers lots of play and walking 
opportunities. There are many outdoor activities that we can plan in the area, whether for a 
few or for many, so please let us know about your particular interests. 
 

Q: Can we use the College observatory? 
A: The College has one of the best-equipped amateur observatories in Canada. We will advise if 
it is possible to arrange a star gazing evening with a College physics teacher in charge of the 
computer-controlled telescopes. 
 

Q: Will there be an opportunity to go into Victoria? 
A: Alumni organizers can plan a day in town for those interested. Some potential activities 
(group, family or individual) include visiting the Royal BC Museum, strolling around the scenic 
Inner Harbour or browsing the shops downtown. 
 

Health & Safety 
 

Q: What emergency and medical services are available in the area? 
A: Canada has an excellent public health care system. For urgent care, the Victoria General 
Hospital is available while walk-in medical clinics (no appointment required) in Colwood, 
Langford, Victoria and other communities offer non-emergency treatment and services. The 
District of Metchosin volunteer fire department will respond to most medical emergencies to 
provide care until a BC Emergency Services ambulance arrives. 
 
All emergency services (fire, police, ambulance, poison control, search & rescue) in Canada and 
the US may be universally accessed by dialing 911 on any telephone (if using a campus landline, 
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you'll need to dial an additional 9 first for an outside line). We will review emergency 
procedures at the first Village Meeting. Remember -- Emergency 9-911. At that Village 
Meeting, we will be asking doctors, nurses and emergency workers to identify themselves and 
to voluntarily provide first aid should it be necessary during the Reunion -- thank you so much! 
There will also be a safety briefing by Reunion organizers and Operations staff. 
 

Q: Will we be able to have campfires? 
A: No. Summers are dry on Vancouver Island. To guard against wildfires, campfires are usually 
banned in the hotter months. 
 

Q: What about other safety issues? 
A: In addition to the safety briefing noted above, there will be handouts in your registration 
packages which include specific instruction on safety guidelines for children.  
 

Miscellaneous 
 

Q: Can I buy stuff on campus? 
A: The Student Store can be organized by alumni volunteers and can include whatever 
volunteers stock it with -- snack foods and chocolate seem to be top of the list! The College also 
has various swag items for sale at the Administration Building front desk – normally open 0830 
– 1230 and 1330 - 1630 Monday to Friday (except on the holiday Monday). 
 

Q: Can I smoke on campus? 
A: British Columbia law prohibits smoking on any school property, indoors or outdoors. During 
Reunions, the sole exception is a designated smoking area is just outside the dining hall 
Smoking anywhere else on campus is strictly prohibited. 
 

Q: What services are in Metchosin? 
A: There is a convenience/small grocery store. A hearty family meal or snack can be found in 
the My-Chosen Café across the street from the store. During the day you can also buy 
beverages and light lunches at The Broken Paddle, next door to My-Chosen Café. Remember, 
there is no longer a gas station in the village.  Pharmacies, major grocery stores, gas stations, 
and other retail can be found in Colwood/Langford, as well as throughout the Greater Victoria 
area. 
 

Q: Is there a church/mosque/temple near the College? 
A: There is an Anglican (Protestant Christian) Church in Metchosin (now in a bigger home; the 
little white church in the village is no longer used regularly). This is the only religious facility in 
Metchosin. We can help you find an appropriate religious facility in Colwood/Langford or 
Victoria. There is a Spiritual Centre on campus which is reserved for prayer/meditation. 
 

Q: Can we borrow the College vans? 
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A: No. Insurance for our vehicles only covers employees, volunteers and residents of the 
campus. 
 

Q: What time zone is the College in? 
A: Pacific Time Zone, which is GMT-8. Daylight Savings Time is in effect during the summer 
months. 
 

Q: Can I use American money in Canada? How about Canadian money in the US? 
A: Canada and the US both use the dollar system, but these are separate currencies.  Currency 
rates fluctuate daily.  Many (but not all) Canadian stores will accept American currency but will 
generally not offer the best exchange rate. Major credit cards (Visa, MasterCard) are readily 
accepted. Most stores also accept debit (aka ATM) cards. Plus/ Interac cards are generally 
accepted; others may not work -- check with your local financial institution. Personal cheques 
are generally no longer accepted. Canadian stores generally accept American coins as the 
Canadian equivalent (no exchange rate will be offered). 
 
Some American shops will not accept Canadian coins and will expect you to pay in American 
currency. Some cross-border enterprises (e.g. Victoria - Seattle ferry) may accept payment in 
either currency.  
 
The preferred choice for changing money in Canada is always a major bank. Any branch will 
readily trade American currency (bills only) for Canadian, and almost any will be able to change 
Canadian currency into American. Most banks will also accept other major currencies (e.g. Euro, 
British pounds, etc) as trade for Canadian dollars, but you may need to make arrangements in 
advance to obtain foreign currency other than American dollars (or go to a dedicated foreign 
exchange trader). 
 
Canada currently has coinage in 5, 10, and 25 cent denominations, which are respectively 
named the nickel, dime, and quarter. There are also $1 (the “Loonie”)and $2 (the “Twoonie”) 
coins. Please note many stores will not accept $100 bills due to counterfeiting concerns related 
to larger bills. 
 

After the reunion 
 

Q: Can I stay on after the reunion? 
A: We’re sorry to disappoint, but no. The campus is rented out to other groups throughout the 
summer and preparations will be underway for the start of the Pearson College school year. 
Sometimes another group is due to arrive on the same day you leave, so it is important that you 
make plans for accommodation off campus once the reunion is over. 
 
Feedback 
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We appreciate your feedback before, during and after Reunions! You will have an opportunity 
to complete a survey, but we appreciate your comments at any time.  


