
We Raise our Hands

We acknowledge with deep respect the Sc'ianew

(Cheanuh) Nation on whose homelands 

Pearson College was established. 

We acknowledge that the Sc’ianew

have unbroken stewardship over their territories 

and relations. 

We commit to enacting our decolonial commitments 

through everyday acts that honor the resurgence and self-

determination of First Peoples. 



Truth Telling and Witnessing

Devi Mucina and Sandrina de Finney



Devi Mucina



Steve Biko: I Write What I Like

One of the most difficult things to do these days 
is to talk with authority on anything to do with 
African culture. Somehow Africans are not 
expected to have any deep understanding of 
their own culture or even of themselves. 

Other people have become authorities on all 
aspects of the African life or to be more accurate 
on BANTU life (1978: 41).







Indigenous Gender Sovereignty

Sandrina de Finney

sistersrising.uvic.ca



“My power is greater than what 

I’ve been through”

t





Restoring our Circle of Relations



An invitation to…

Deeply listen, take a risk, 

engage in brave dialogue 

and in imperfect spaces…

Stepping up together 



• Truth Telling

• Witnessing

• Being Good 

Relatives



Truth Telling





Colonial Empires



Settler Colonialism: A Global Story

85% of the world has been 
colonized by European powers 
(UN, 1989; Said, 1979).

Thousands of distinct societies 
were violently replaced with 
European languages, European 
social systems, European laws, 
European theories –including 
Eurowestern-centric notions of 
race





Settler colonialism

“The settler never left”

(Tuck and Yang, 2012)

Ideologies of land appropriation and genocide 

(TRC, 2015, MMIWG, 2018), and necropolitics

and slavery (Mbembe, 2003) are foundational to 

settler states



Terra Nullius: Doctrine of Discovery 







I took this picture because they say they “found us” and I find it a bit
weird that they say they “found us.” We were here before they ever 

came and we had our own territories and we knew what was going on
(S, 11)

“Founders” (Terra Nullius)





We’ve never treatied with the colonial government, these are unceded, unceded 

lands, these are Haida lands. What they’re doing here is not respectful and it’s 

not consensual.” – Lisa



“There is an Indian problem. 

The child lives with his parents, who are 
savages, and though he may learn to read 
and write, his habits are Indian. He is simply a 
savage who can read and write” 

John A. McDonald, first Prime Minister of Canada, 1879



Residential Schools

• Residential schools were a deliberate form of genocide

• Higher death rate than for Canadian soldiers during WWII 

“Thousands of children never returned home and were buried 

without markers in residential schools. Many schools had graveyards 

but no playgrounds” (TRC, 2015)



“No wonder ... Native girls 

disappear and stuff and it 

never makes it to the news.” 

(Seeka, 16)

de Finney (2015)





The Colonial Pipeline

Colonial forms of violence are not 

“isolated occurrences” 

They are connected through a “pervasive colonial 

ideology” that sees our bodies as “exploitable and 

dispensable”

(Downe, 2005: 3).





Race, Crime and Justice 

in Canada

All data about incarceration and the Canadian 
Justice system are available from The John 
Howard Society (2017)

http://johnhoward.ca/blog/race-crime-justice-
canada/

http://johnhoward.ca/blog/race-crime-justice-canada/


Arrests

An analysis of 10,000 arrests in Toronto showed that 

Black people were 50% more likely to be taken to a 

police station for processing after arrest, and 100% 

more likely to be held overnight than were whites, 

even taking into account criminal history and age. 

When given bail, they had more conditions imposed.



Jail

Black people are over represented in federal prisons by more 

than 300% vs their population, while for Indigenous people the 

over representation is nearly 500%.

The same disparities exist in provincial jails. In NS, Black people 

are 2% of the population but 14% of the jail population. In 

Manitoba, Indigenous people are 16% of the population but 70% 

of the jail population. In Alberta, the numbers for Indigenous 

people are 6% and 39%.

Moreover, these imbalances are getting worse, not better.



Lack of health data hurting Black Canadian 

women, 
U of T researchers find

Black Canadian women may be under-screened 
for cervical and breast cancer, even though 
evidence from the US and UK indicates Black 
women may be predisposed to worse outcomes 
from the disease.

https://www.utoronto.ca/news/lack-health-data-hurting-black-
canadian-women-u-t-researchers-find

https://www.utoronto.ca/news/lack-health-data-hurting-black-canadian-women-u-t-researchers-find


Witnessing





White Fragility 

Not just an individual trait or skin color 

An entire social, political and economic system 

sustained through white hegemony

Moving beyond white guilt and white resistance





“Moves to Innocence” 

When simply hearing about 

racism is equated to living it 

Decolonization is not a Metaphor 

(Tuck and Yang, 2012)



“Moves to Innocence” 

Denial, silencing, anger, fear, minimization, 
resentment, retribution, retaliation, 

white guilt, avoidance, ridicule, shame,

micro-aggressions, tone policing,  appropriation, 
longing, oppression olympics…

used to reassert white hegemony

Decolonization is not a Metaphor 

(Tuck and Yang, 2012)



Sure, 
BUT…

They just meant 

it as a joke

It’s in 

the past, 

get over it

You’re 

SO 

angry

I’ve faced oppression too you know

You’re just soooo sensitive

My family also struggled so…

I already attended 

a workshop like 

this….

This AGAIN???

When I went to your country….



“Moves to Innocence” 

Using intersectionality to erase racism

Decolonization is not a Metaphor 

(Tuck and Yang, 2012)



Being Good Relatives

Squirrel Teachings



Thank you for listening

“I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. 

I am changing the things I cannot accept” 

Angela Davis 


